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To Lisa B. Nelson and Jonathan Williams:

As the Chairman of the Republican Study Committee (RSC), I write today to applaud the American Legislative
Exchange Council (ALEC) and partners for their work to oppose the use of COVID funding for state and local
government bailouts. This work has aided efforts to restore fiscal responsibility and safeguard the ability for state and
local governments to work, free from federal manipulation, towards the interests of their communities.

The role of any government is to protect access, for its constituents, to their God-given and individual rights to, life,
liberty, and the fruits of their labors. It is not the role of government to take from those constituents to give to other
governments to subsidize their budget shortfalls. During this unprecedented time, Congress has provided robust
support to state and local governments to combat the pandemic. However, the Left has proposed draining hundreds of
billions of dollars from Americans to bailout state and local governments that have mismanaged their budgets for
decades. Not only would these proposals reward such governments at the expense of responsible ones, but it would
also expand federal power over state and local governments.

As ALEC has correctly brought to public attention, the creation of new federal grants come with strings attached in the
form of new regulations. State and local governments that would want to turn down these grants would then find
themselves at a disadvantage, They would be left watching their taxpayer’s money forcibly sent to finance
boondoggles in other states. The states that do take these funds would then have their power limited under the weight
of federal regulations. The work of government is done best by the state and local governments closest to the peaple
they represent. It is essential that these governments remain accountable to their constituents and not to unelected
federal regulators or taxpayers in other jurisdictions.

It is vital that we recommit to respect the hard work of Americans and the role of federalism and the state and local
governments. In opposing these bailouts, RSC!, ALEC?, and conservatives? around the nation* and across the country®
have reaffirmed our commitment to fiscal responsibility and the rights of our citizens. Accordingly, we write today to
stand with ALEC and the over 1500 state and local government leaders and activists that have signed their letters
regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

b6l

Rep. Jigh Banks (IN-03)
Chairghan, Republican Study Committee

'mlrro mlﬂmﬁmm;hﬂmu!ﬂuumﬂuwfﬁmmmu with COVID—H.!(IM‘ ksc(my 12, 2020] e

e B L
'memmm'mmmwwMMmm:uwztmlmmwmmwwm
* Letter to House Leodersivp Opposing Bafout of Stote ond Local Governments with CGYID-19 Reiief, AFP [May 13, 2020) nﬂmm"a?mpﬂ.lx ummmmﬂﬂﬁlm_hm
* No State & Locol Gevernment Badouts in COVID- 19 Relief Legisiation, Consarvative Action Propect (May 8, 2020} brin.fcp -

3 Coalition Letter Opposing Bodout of Stote ond Locol Governments with COVID- 19 Reifef. Mackinac Canter for Public Policy tmv l. m: m,_.mmn}u_l.ul.mrﬂ'm'ﬂ
PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



