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American Legislative Exchange Council Statement on Google Membership 
 
Arlington, Virginia (September 22, 2014) — Following an announcement today by Google Chairman Eric 
Schmidt about the company’s departure from the American Legislative Exchange Council, American 
Legislative Exchange Council CEO Lisa B. Nelson issued the following statement: 
 

“It is unfortunate to learn Google has ended its membership in the American Legislative 
Exchange Council as a result of public pressure from left-leaning individuals and organizations 
who intentionally confuse free market policy perspectives for climate change denial. 
 
“At our recent Annual Meeting in Dallas, we were pleased to host a roundtable conversation 
between a variety of companies—including Google—regarding renewable energy deployment 
and climate change. The conversations held in Dallas were intended to build understanding and 
pioneer future policy approaches where organizations could find common ground on issues of 
climate change, energy generation and government mandates. And, I personally intend to 
continue this work. 
 
“In the case of energy generation, ALEC believes renewable energy should expand based on 
consumer demand, not as a result of a government mandate. Many misunderstand the 
American Legislative Exchange Council and its legislator-led, free market priorities. ALEC 
members believe the Federal Government exerts too much control on state and local decision-
making. Google’s renewable energy commitment—as well as those found throughout private 
industry—is completely consistent with ALEC policy because the companies in question chose 
renewables absent a mandate. 
 
“ALEC believes in freedom of speech and opinion. Google is an important voice on these and 
many other issues, and we will miss their perspective in our discussions. However, ALEC and its 
members will continue to advance limited government, free markets and federalism through 
dialogue, debate and model policy formulation.” 

  
 

### 

The American Legislative Exchange Council is the largest nonpartisan, voluntary membership organization of state 
legislators in the United States. The Council is governed by state legislators who comprise the Board of Directors 

and is advised by the Private Enterprise Advisory Council, a group of private, foundation and think tank members. 
For more information about the American Legislative Exchange Council, please visit: www.alec.org. 
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